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Ex-faculty sue UTB,
TSC administrators
By Cleiri Quezada
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

Three terminated faculty members are
alleging age discrimination in a federal
lawsuit that seeks their reinstatement
and back pay.
Juan Antonio Gonzalez, Dorothy
Boven and Karen Fuss-Sommer, tenured
professors at UTB and TSC who were
terminated in 2012, filed the civil lawsuit
Thursday
against
UT-Brownsville
President Juliet V. Garcia, Provost Alan
Artibise and Texas Southmost College
President Lily Tercero.
According to the suit, Gonzalez, Boven
and Fuss-Sommer were granted tenure
in 1992 and “had a continuing contract
and a proprietary interest in their
employment with UTB and TSC.” Their
termination was “arbitrary or capricious
termination of that interest.”
The suit also alleges:

Graduate overcomes,
lands job

--their employment was not terminated
for good cause as provided in Regents
Rule 31008;
--their employment was not terminated
based on a financial exigency as provided
in Regents Rule 31003 2.Sec. 3.;
--they were terminated based on an
abandonment of an academic position
or program. The defendants had no
bona fide academic reason to terminate
plaintiffs’ employment as provided in
Regents Rule 31003 2.Sec. 2;
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Teamwork among Division of Student
Affairs employees helped a hearingimpaired UT-Brownsville graduate land
a job.
Ramiro Espinoza, who earned a
bachelor’s degree in computer science in
2011, was hired Jan. 8 as an information
technology specialist by Codysur Inc., a
trucking company located in San Benito.
Espinoza said his previous job hunts
proved to be difficult, after going to
several interviews and not being hired.
“I went through 15 different interviews,
but nothing came about from those,”
he told The Collegian in a video phone
interview Feb. 16.
In early January, Mario Torres,
coordinator for employment relations
for UTB’s Career Services Department,
received a call from the trucking

See DEAF, Page 12

--the plaintiffs “were not given the
opportunity to respond orally before the
official charged with the responsibility of
making the termination decision, Juliet
Garcia, president of the University of
Texas at Brownsville.
--Pursuant to the Educational
Partnership Agreement into which the
institutions entered when they merged,
all TSC employees employed by UTB
were to be subject to all applicable rules

See LAWSUIT, Page 12
A light pole leans against a wall of the Regional
Academic Health Center Feb. 1. The pole
broke a window of the building. UT-Brownsville
is inspecting light poles on campus as a
precaution.

By Marlane Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN
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Get your sombrero ready
UTB to welcome Mariana
Seoane, Mr. Amigo 2013,
on Thursday
SPANISH EDITOR

By Ana Cavazos

UTB exercises precaution after
one falls at RAHC building

Photo Courtesy University Police

By Magaly Rosales

Ramiro Espinoza

Light poles to
be inspected

The city of Brownsville began its
77th Charro Days Fiesta on Sunday, a
celebration of the binational friendship
with its sister city of Matamoros, Mexico.
UT-Brownsville will take part in the
festival by welcoming Mr. Amigo 2013,
Mariana Seoane, at 11:45 a.m. Thursday
in the Texas Southmost College Arts
Center. Doors will open at 11:15 a.m.
Admission to the event is free and open
to the public. Along with a presentation
of the U.S. and Mexican flags, senior
music major Nohemi Loza will sing the
Mexican anthem and freshman music
education major Brandon Binder will
sing the “Star-Spangled Banner.”
Seoane, a Mexican actress, singer
and model, will be presented with
a flower bouquet and a plaque
at the ceremony by Student
Government
Association
President Stephanie Mendez
and Homer Hanna High
School Principal Teri Alarcon,
who also serves as president of
the UTB Alumni Association.
Each year, Brownsville’s Mr. Amigo
Association honors a Mexican citizen
who contributes to the friendship and
understanding between the United
States and Mexico. In the past, the
Mr. Amigo recognition took place

in October but was moved to February to
coincide with the Charro Days Festival.
Past honorees have included Cantinflas,
Arath de la Torre, Vicente Fernandez,
Lucero and most recently Eduardo
Yañez.
During the Mr. Amigo 2013 unveiling
in January, Mr. Amigo Association
President Luigi Cristiano said that
Seoane had been chosen because of her
success in telenovelas,
which are Mexican

See MR.AMIGO, Page 12

UT-Brownsville
electricians
are
“thoroughly” inspecting light poles on
campus to ensure they are sturdy after
one at the Regional Academic Health
Center fell against the building and broke
a window, officials say.
According to a supplemental University

See POLE, Page 12

Medical school
dean to visit
campus Wednesday
UT
SYSTEM
P U B L I C
AFFAIRS

Francisco
Fernandez,
who has been
selected
as
the founding
dean for the
University
of
TexasRio Grande
Valley’s
School
of
Medicine, will visit here Wednesday.
Fernandez will be introduced by UT
System Chancellor Francisco G. Cigarroa
and Francisco Gonzalez-Scarano, dean of
the School of Medicine and vice president
for medical affairs at UT Health Science
Center-San Antonio, at a 10 a.m. news
conference in the auditorium of the
UT Regional Academic Health Center,
2102 Treasure Hills Blvd. in Harlingen.
They will be joined by Ray Greenberg,
UT System’s executive vice chancellor
for health affairs, board of regents vice
chairman and special liaison on South
Texas Projects Gene Powell and Regent

See DEAN, Page 3
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Student org seeks $300 from SGA
Senate wants more details on request; sets election dates

By Anthony Cano
THE COLLEGIAN

A student organization’s request for
$300 from the Student Government
Association was met with a flurry of
questions from the senate last week.
Lorenzo Terán, vice president of the
American Marketing Association and a
marketing major, told the SGA Feb. 17
that his organization wants the money
to host a local business mixer April 5 at
Galeria 409.
The AMA plans to shut down the block
in front of the art gallery and invite
student organizations and vendors in
order to network with local businesses.
“The way it’s going to benefit the
community is we’re going to give
our students a platform to speak to
professionals and business owners and
practice their marketing and networking
skills,” Terán said.
Of the requested funds, $100 would
go toward rental of the venue, $100
for promotional items, materials and
services and $100 would be set aside
for the AMA’s travel expenses to attend
the 36th annual American Marketing
Association international conference in
New Orleans April 20.
Terán faced vigorous questioning
as to what the money would be used
for exactly and why the proposal had
increased by $150 from the amount
requested in an e-mail to SGA President
Stephanie Mendez from AMA President
Leslie Barrientos.
He said multiple plans were in place
and he was at the SGA meeting to present
the proposal and discuss the terms.
“I’m looking ahead at the international

conference we’re going to go to and
[that’s] a $15,000 budget that we need
to raise funds for. … I know we agreed
on $150. … This local mixer is very small
in comparison to what we’re going to be
doing at this international conference, so
I’m requesting an additional $150,” he
said.
SGA Vice President of Administration
Alexandra Rodriguez asked Terán for a
detailed budget because what she was
hearing was “pretty ballpark.”
Terán raised a concern about a
comment made about how $150 for the
event would benefit the community.
“Basically, what I’m trying to say is, yes,
we’re going to host this mixer,” he said.
“It’s going to be a small, local business
mixer and it is going to benefit the
community because I just presented the
international marketing conference as a
way to show you that [the local mixer] is
something very small in scale compared
to what we’re trying to do, and if you
can’t see how that’s going to benefit the
community, I don’t know what [will].”
He also said that if the SGA were to
approve the request for $300, the AMA
would put the Student Government
Association logo on its banner and touted
how his club was at all the major events
in Brownsville last semester.
As proceedings broke down, SGA
Adviser and Student Engagement
Director Heather Olague interjected and
noted that Terán was giving multiple
options and if there were no further
questions about motives or how they
would benefit, then the meeting should
move on.
“The executive board needs to take his
information and then SGA decides on

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

Lorenzo Terán, vice president of the American Marketing Association at UT-Brownsville, requests
$300 Feb. 17 from the Student Government Association to help fund and host a local business
mixer April 5 at Galeria 409. The resolution authorizing funds for the AMA will be considered
during today’s SGA meeting.

what they’re willing to sponsor,” Olague
said.
The resolution on the AMA fund
request will be considered during today’s
meeting, scheduled at 1 p.m. in Cortez
Hall 118.
In other business, the senate approved
a resolution setting SGA election dates
and spending no more than $300
for advertising in The Collegian. The
deadline for candidacy is now March 25.
Voting will be open to all UTB students
via Blackboard beginning at 8 a.m.
March 31 and ending at 4 p.m. April 2.
Candidates will be notified of the results

Avian enthusiast
Professor shares experience of studying parrots

By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN

Karl Berg, an assistant professor of
avian ecology in the Biological Sciences
Department, said that all over the world,
people in the bird community know
about Brownsville.
Berg, who has been in Brownsville only
a month, said the city is well-known for
its many species of birds.
“We’re kind of right in that subtropical
area, so we get them coming and going,”
he said. “In fall, in October, things are
starting to leave as it’s starting to get cold
up north. They’re grabbing the winds and
heading south and then in March and
April things are coming back through,
and so Brownsville is very dynamic in
that sense. You almost don’t know what
you’re going to run into on any one day.”
Berg, originally from Florida, became
interested in parrots because of their
conservation situation.
“They’re one of the most threatened
taxonomic groups of birds in the
world,” Berg said. “If you look at the
different taxonomic groups and you ask,
‘What proportion are endangered or
threatened?’ The group of parrots, which
includes macaws, cockatoos, cockatiels,
parrots, parakeets and parrotlets, and
all that, they have a very high percentage
that are threatened.”
Berg works on an international team
with Steven Beissinger, the A. Starker

Leopold Professor of Wildlife and
professor of conservation biology at the
University of California, Berkeley. The
two met at a conference in Champaign,
Ill., and began working together in 2004.
“I actually met him at an ornithological
conference,” Berg said. “We were both
presenting there and I knew all about
him because he published quite a bit on
parrots and so I went up and introduced
myself and we hit it off.”
He said in their study of breeding
behavior and demographics of parrots at
the Hato Masaguaral Biological Reserve
and Research Center in Calabozo,
Venezuela, there were many significant
findings, including the ways birds imitate
each other and learn from one another.
“One of the most challenging to show,
so far, is who parrots are actually learning
from,” Berg said. “We know that they’re
really good at learning.”
He said mockingbirds are common on
campus and they mimic other species of
birds, but they don’t mimic humans.
“Parrots are kind of a unique group
because they can supposedly talk to you
and they can actually articulate human
words, and they seem to know what they
mean,” Berg said. “They use them in the
right context, sometimes, at least.”
He said male mockingbirds use songs
to court the female, but with parrots,
both sexes learn song. Birds learn based
on imitation.
“Young baby parrots with no

Karl Berg

experience, so they’re naïve, they’ve
never essentially interacted with anyone
before in their life,” Berg said. “They are
imitating their parents in a certain way.”
One of the first things parrots learn is
their names.
“A vocal signal, that helps them
distinguish themselves among groups,
when they’re out of sight, or they’re
missing their parents, or something like
we use, just like we use names,” he said.
“That was one of the biggest findings,
that they have these unique vocal signals
and that they’re learned.”
Vocal signatures, or the way birds
identify themselves, have to be learned
from their parents. Berg said that most
other animals can learn their own names.
Humans can say other humans’ names

See AVIAN, Page 13

at 4:45 p.m. April 2.
SGA President Stephanie Mendez said
plans for having the UTB letters burn
into the night sky in honor of student
engagement and school spirit are moving
along; however, with Spring Break being
only two weeks from now, more time is
needed for planning.
“We should move it to April, so just to
give us time to really prepare the agenda
and what we want to do,” Mendez said.
“We envision [having] many student
organizations come. The theme will be
repackaged to having a “safe summer.”

DEAN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ernie Aliseda.
Fernandez is currently professor
and chairman of psychiatry and
neurosciences at the University of South
Florida College of Medicine in Tampa.
He is returning to Texas, where he was
a faculty member at UT MD Anderson
Cancer Center, UT Health Science
Center-Houston and Baylor College of
Medicine from 1984 to 1997. He joined
Loyola University of Chicago in 1997 and
the University of South Florida in 2002,
serving as the chairman of psychiatry
at each institution. In Tampa, he also
directs the Institute for Research in
Psychiatry and Neurosciences.
Fernandez is an expert in the brain’s
relationship to behavior. He serves as
first vice president of The American
College of Psychiatrists and was the
recipient of the Simón Bolívar award of
the American Psychiatric Association for
his work in Hispanic communities.
Fernandez will also be introduced to
faculty, students and community leaders
on the campuses of UT-Pan American
and UTB on Wednesday.
Fernandez will be introduced at UTPan American’s University Ballroom at
12:15 p.m. and in the Main Building’s
Salón Cassia at UTB at 2:15 p.m.
Cigarroa will also stay for an informal
question-and-answer
session
with
faculty, staff and students at UTB
Wednesday afternoon. He will meet with
faculty and staff from 3:15 to 4 p.m. and
with students from 4:15 to 5 p.m. on the
Student Union veranda.
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Religiosity until the beginning
By Anthony Cano
COLUMNIST

Viewing
myself
from just above my
prone body, a man
grows weary in my
adjustable bed. As the
body futilely fights off
the cancer, powerful
drugs course through
the veins causing a
race of the mind. Will God forgive all
of my faults? Did I ever, at any point,
understand the point of this life? Will my
little brothers be successful? Will they
outlive my mother and father?
These questions are understandable
ones in the last hours of any life. The
hallucination of massive doses of drugs
triggers the body’s endorphins; death
wanders the mind as I begin backtracking
throughout life.
It’s funny, the memories that seem
most prevalent are not the happy days
playing outside, but the mistakes I feel
I’ve made throughout my tenure here.
Sticking out in my mind is an encounter
with a man on a late-night train barreling
through a small town in Montana. On this
fateful night, philosophical discussions
ensued. The idea of a creator or how the
world may have come to be were topics
that angered me at the time. I’ve had
these types of discussions before as my
college roommates and I participated in

a number of late-night drunken rants
directed at someone’s ideology.
The difference here, although whiskey
or bourbon was clearly on the breath
of the older gentleman whose name,
regrettably, I never obtained was I had
matured to a certain extent. The days
of bowing down at a pew or talking to
an imaginary friend in the sky were far
behind me. However, the idea of a god in
some form or fashion was still very much
alive in my life.
As the most recent dose of morphine
kicks in to help manage the physical
pain, I ask myself: What makes me think
my god is the correct one? Our ancestors
have been worshipping things or ideas
they believe brought them earth’s natural
elements long before the deity I was
brought up talking to at night was first
fathomed. From the time man first found
fire or spit out the first word, people have
found explanations to the most mindbending questions humans have.
Animism was the first religion on earth.
Humans worshipped nature--trees,
rocks and animals. India (Indus Valley),
Mesopotamia and Egypt were the first
major civilizations and worshipped gods.
Sargon of Akkad shares a story similar to
that of Moses in that they were both put
into a basket and sent downriver. Sargon
of Akkad became a great king of what is
considered the first empire. This is where
we see the first correlations between

See COLUMN, Page 13

FIND THE MYSTERY WORD!
HINT:it usually has a high pointed crown

i

How do you feel about smoking on campus?
How effective is the ban?
THINK
“Well, personally, I don’t
like it when people smoke
next to me [because] I
have asthma, and so it
really gets to me and it just
smells really bad. I mean,
I’m assuming [the ban] is
effective [because] I haven’t
seen anyone smoking and so
it’s been good.”

“Well, first of all, I don’t think the ban is
too effective because smoking in general
isn’t a healthy habit at all to maintain,
and it’s also expensive. … You’re just
introducing that to everybody that’s on
campus, like nobody wants to smell your
nasty cigarettes, you know.

Erika Ortiz

Management sophomore

Matthew Torres

Texas Southmost College freshman

“I don’t believe the ban is effective. I do
believe the ban is a step forward in trying
to make the campus cleaner. I do believe
that’s something that needs to probably
be implemented, but I don’t think that
completely banning people from smoking
is a good idea.”

Victoria Calvillo

Accounting sophomore

“Well, personally, everyone should have
the right to smoke and the ban, I believe,
it’s not effective ’cause if someone wants
to smoke, they’re just probably going
to hide it or go around the building or
something, go into their car and just roll
down the windows so, honestly, I don’t
really feel the ban is effective.”

Juan Montiel
Freshman

“Well, I think smoking on
campus should be OK if you’re
in an open place and no one
around you is bothered by
smoke. Otherwise, if someone
comes up to me and says, ‘Hey,
can you please stop smoking?’ I’d
like for them to ask me politely
and I will gladly put out the
cigarette. I don’t think [the ban
is] effective because students
still do it; I mean, I still do it, I
just do it more cautiously.”

Alejandro Hernandez
Biology junior

“Yo pienso que si es bien efectivo porque
no he visto a nadie aquí fumando. A mi
no me gusta como huele y siento que es
muy cochino y se siente todo en el aire”.

Deborah Cabrieles

Estudiante de biología de
segundo año

--Compiled by Anthony Cano
--Photos by Alberto Garcia
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International
nominations

student

UT-Brownsville’s Office of Global
Engagement is accepting nominations
for
outstanding
international
female student for its upcoming
observance
of
International
Women’s Day. Students, faculty and
staff must submit a letter (no e-mails
will be accepted) before 5 p.m. today
in UTB’s Main Building room 1.308.
For more information, call the Global
Engagement Office at 882-7092 or e-mail
International Student Adviser Aragelia
Salazar at aragelia.salazar@utb.edu.

Candidate forums

Candidates for 357th state district
court judge and Cameron County
clerk will participate in the 2014
Brownsville Candidate Forum,
scheduled today in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón. The district judge hopefuls
will speak at noon, followed by the
clerk hopefuls at 5:45 p.m. The event
is sponsored by the UT-Brownsville
Center for Civic Engagement
Project 100%. For more information,
call the center at 882-4300.

Yoga, Tai-Chi classes

The Campus Suicide Prevention
Program hosts weekly yoga and taichi classes on the Casa Bella lawn to
promote well-being on campus. Certified
Instructor Blanca Ramirez hosts the
yoga classes from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
every Tuesday. Mats will be provided.
Certified Instructor Gabriel Sanchez
hosts the tai-chi sessions from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. every Thursday. All classes are
available for students, faculty and staff
at no charge. For more information, call
Student Health Services Secretary Rosie
Rivera at 882-3896.

‘One Day on Earth’ project

Students are invited to attend an
information session on the documentary
“One Day on Earth” from noon to 1
p.m. Wednesday in UTB’s Main Building
room 2.502. The film’s purpose is to
create media that educates, informs,
and inspires social change toward a
more sustainable planet, according to
the One Day on Earth website. For more
information, e-mail Alexandra Huerta
at ale_3191@hotmail.com.

FAFSA workshops

UT-Brownsville’s
Financial
Aid
Office will offer Free Application
for Federal Student Aid assistance

workshops from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Thursday and March 5, 6, 18 and 26 in
the Enrollment Center at the Tower in the
Main Building. For more information,
call the Financial Aid Office at 8828277.

Marketing workshop

UTB’s
Entrepreneurship
and
Commercialization Center
will
conduct a workshop titled “Marketing
Tools for Entrepreneurs” from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in Suite
E, Room 109 of the Resaca Village,
1601 E. Price Rd. The fee is $25. For
more information, call Special Projects
Coordinator Diana Gonzalez at 8824119 or e-mail diana.l.gonzalez@utb.edu.

‘Writers Live’

Poet Ken Jones, of the Art Institute
of Houston, will read from his books of
poetry and sign copies of them at 7:30
p.m. Thursday in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón. Jones earned a master’s
in English/creative writing from the
University of Texas at Austin. His books
include
“Unutterable
Blunders
and Palace Disasters,” “Ceaseless
Greasepaint in Combat Stance”
and his most recent, “Pleadings from
the Pleaides” and latest chapbook
is “Bones of Rebellion.” For more
information,
e-mail
Christopher
Carmona, an assistant professor in
the English Department, at christopher.
carmona@utb.edu.

PWS Scholarship Fund

Applications are being accepted until
Friday for the Professional Women
Speak Scholarship. The organization
will award a $500 scholarship this
semester. For more information, call
Business Analyst Patricia Orozco at
882-7143 or e-mail patricia.orozco@utb.
edu.

‘Charro’ art show

“Charro,” an exhibit featuring works by
Gloria Bates, Bob Franklin, Manuel
Miranda, Peggy Paris, Carol Plumb,
Rosendo Sandoval and Ed Vomit,
continues through March at Galeria
409, 409 E. 13th St. in Brownsville.
The show consists of a variety of media
on the subject of charros and Charro
Days. Admission is free. Gallery hours
are noon to 5 p.m. Thursday through
Saturday and by appointment. For more
information, call 455-3599.

POLICE REPORTS
Feb. 11
The following are among the incidents
reported to University Police between
Feb. 9 and 14.

Feb. 9

1:25 a.m.: A resident assistant at the
Casa Bella student housing complex
contacted University Police in regard to
a noise complaint. It was later discovered
that several students, including minors,
were consuming alcohol on the premises
and that the alcohol had been provided
by two individuals over the legal drinking
age. The two individuals who allegedly
provided the alc0hol were arrested on
charges of furnishing alcohol to minors
and the minors were given a citation
for consumption of alcohol by a minor.
A student was also arrested on a charge
of public intoxication. The arrested
individuals were then transported to the
Carrizales-Rucker Detention Center.

4:25 p.m.: A student reported that her
bicycle was stolen from bicycle rack in
front of the Student Union after she left
it secured with a cable lock. The bicycle’s
value was estimated at $500.

Feb. 12

8:21 p.m.: A staff member reported
that a man wearing a black hoodie, blue
jeans and white tennis shoes entered her
office requesting information in regard
to the Language Institute. The staff
member said the man was persistent in
knowing what was located in the back of
the building and refused to give his name
or phone number after being asked to do
so. The staff member also reported that
she had felt awkward because the man
never took his left hand out of his pocket
and became nervous when asked for his
information. University Police conducted
a patrol of the area and were unable to
find any male matching the description
provided.

Civil rights film series

The University Library will host a film
series, “Created Equal: America’s
Civil Rights Struggle.” Screenings
and related discussions will take place at
6:3o p.m. in the Main Building’s Salón
Cassia as follows: “Slavery by Another
Name,” Thursday, with discussion led
by History Associate Professor David
Fisher; “Freedom Riders,” March 6,
with discussion led by English Associate
Professor Diana Dominguez; “The
Loving Story,” March 13,
with
discussion led by communication
Professor William Strong. For more
information, call the library at 882-7104.

Wellness series

Student Health Services, the Campus
Suicide Prevention Program and
the Substance Abuse and HIVE
Program will host a wellness lecture
series from noon to 1 p.m. every
Monday, from March 3 until April 14,
in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia.
The lectures are as follows: “Nada con
exceso, todo con medida,” March
3; “Self-care,” March 17; “Portion
Distortion,” March 31; and “Healthy
Relationships,” April 14. Admission is
free, lunch will be provided and there will
be door prizes. For more information,
call Student Health Services Counselor
Sandra Rubio at 882-7643 or e-mail
her at sandra.rubio@utb.edu.

Science fair judges needed

The
Episcopal
Day
School,
34 N. Coria St. in Brownsville, is
seeking judges with various scientific
backgrounds for the Episcopal Day
School Science Fair, scheduled
March 6, and the Southwestern
Association of Episcopal Schools
State Science Fair, scheduled April 4.
Students interested in assisting with the
opportunity may e-mail Sandra Morfitt
at info@episcopaldayschool.net.

Buñuel film series

The
Mexican
Consulate
in
Brownsville and the Harlingen
Public Library will host a series of
films by director Luis Buñuel in the
library, located at 410 76 Dr. All films
will be shown at 6:30 p.m.: “El Gran
Calavera,” Wednesday; “La Hija
del Engaño,” March 6; “Subida
al Cielo,” March 12; “La Ilusión
Viaja en Tranvía,” March 20; and
“Nazarín,” March 26. For more
information, call 542-4431.
--Compiled by Ana Cavazos

Feb. 13

8:26 p.m.: A UTB faculty member
reported that as his students walked
into a classroom located in the Life and
Health Sciences building, they detected
a strong odor of natural gas. The faculty
member said no one needed medical
assistance and that everyone felt OK. A
Physical Plant staff member advised that
all gas levers were closed at the time.

Feb. 14

8:54 p.m.: During a fire alarm drill in
the Casa Bella student housing complex,
a University Police officer found a
student in his car. The officer advised the
student to evacuate the property, but the
student responded that he did not see the
need to evacuate if there was no fire. The
officer then informed the student that
this case would be forwarded to judicial
affairs because of his disregard of Casa
Bella rules and regulations.
--Compiled by Amanda Arredondo
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What should I major in?

Degree: Computational Science
School: College of Science, Mathematics
and Technology
Prerequisites: None
Total credit hours needed to
graduate: 120
Computer
and
Information
Sciences Department Chair and
Professor: Juan Raymundo Iglesias
What does the computational
science degree consist of? “This is
an interdisciplinary degree. It’s made out
of two fields, or concentrations. One of
them is computer science and the other
one is any other field on campus. So this
is an applied degree in computer science,
as opposed to the traditional computer
science [degree], which is training
students in depth. This other degree is
training students in computer science
applied to a second field. So, this way,
we can then offer degrees in a number of
fields. For instance, someone interested
in business information systems can
take this degree with a concentration in
business. … The second field would be
business, so then you have a degree in
business computer systems.”
Which classes can students expect
to take? “In addition to the foundation
courses, what you will see are also some
electives the junior and senior year.
… We are expecting those students to
choose those electives according to the
second field chosen by the students or
by the interest of the students. Someone
interested in, let’s say, computational
physics most likely would take an elective

Blanca Villarreal/Collegian
Freshman computer science major Stephen Lightcap learns about While loop programming
Wednesday using Netbeans IDE software during his Programming Fundamentals I class, which
is taught by Associate Master Technical Instructor Bari M. Siddique.

in numerical methods, while someone
interested in business would take courses
like e-commerce, or web programming
and design. Someone interested in visual
arts, for instance, may take courses
like computer graphics and advanced
computer graphics. So that makes the
degree pretty attractive because there’s
room for electives and those electives are

International Student
of the Week

Ana Cavazos/Collegian
Name: Erwan Bertd, an exchange
student from the INSEEC Business
School-Paris
Age: 21
Hometown: Paris, France.
Major: International Management
Classification: Junior
How many languages do you speak:
“So, my mother tongue is French, I’m
quite good in English and I have like
more than basics in Spanish.”
Why did you decide to study here?
Because I definitely would like to go to the
U.S., because it’s my first time in the U.S.,
and I just take a look at the partnership of
my school and I saw Brownsville. I knew
one guy who came here three years ago,
[who] told me that it was amazing: good
weather, good atmosphere, the campus
was super cool.”
What are some of the customs of
your country? “I would say food, like
eat good food at each meal compared to

here maybe. It’s pretty different, I miss
France for that because it’s, here it’s
like always burger and in France it’s like
super good.”
What do you eat in France? Meat,
potatoes, mushrooms, like it’s the same
food but not cooked in the same way and
we have many restaurants with many
[cuisines], like Italian and Chinese.”
Tell me about some of the
traditional dishes of your country.
“Oysters and snails, it’s like famous,
I mean, from France. It’s not like
worldwide, it’s very good. We eat all that
stuff on, for example, Christmas. When
you gather with your family, you eat this
kind of stuff and foie gras.”
What are some of the tourist spots
in your country? “The tourist spots
are each street in Paris. It’s like you
have something to see in each street.
I love this city. The Eiffel Tower, of
course. You have, like, Notre Dame.
It’s more than the building itself, it’s
the neighborhoods, like, super nice with
the bars everywhere, little streets [for]
walking and the atmosphere is amazing,
especially at night. There are young
people everywhere from everywhere
because it’s very international, so you
meet people every day. It’s such a nice
place.”
What are some of the different
cultures in your country? “Especially
in Paris, it’s like very cosmopolitan, and
there’s like every kind of culture. There’s
like many Asians, like there is an entire
neighborhood for Asians, like Chinatown
in New York or London, it’s pretty much
the same. … France used to have like
[colonies] in the north of Africa, like

See STUDENT, Page 13

pretty much open for students to choose
from. ”
Which skills will students learn by
the time they graduate? “By the time
they graduate, the students will have the
skills required to be successful in the two
fields. They will be able to do all the jobs
computer scientists do. Same thing with
their secondary interest--they will be able

to develop all the jobs that are usually
expected from someone graduated from
the second field of expertise. At [the]
least, these students will be proficient
in programming computers, managing
database information systems, handling
computer
networks,
developing
applications for mobile devices, web and
social networks.”
What salary can a student expect to
earn after graduation? “The expected
earnings for a computer science graduate
are around the $85,000 median.”
What are some possible careers
with this degree: “They can do all
the work an information technology
person does or a computer scientist …
handling computer systems in a business
environment or corporate environment,
managing the information systems, the
computer networks, developing mobile
applications for phones or tablets, pretty
much the handling of all the information
and IT infrastructure at any organization.
In addition to that, the students will have
also double opportunity in the second
area of expertise. ”
Students clubs related to the major:
Student chapter of the Association for
Computer Machinery.
For more information about the
computational science degree, call
Iglesias at 882-6616 or visit the
Computer and Information Sciences
Department website at http://www.utb.
edu/vpaa/csmt/cis/Pages/default.aspx
--Compiled by Magaly Rosales

Club Spotlight

Amanda Arredondo/Collegian
Members of the Green Club Verde include Marc Romano (from left) Marie Romano, Joel Solís,
Sophia Rodriguez, Angie Balleza and Adán Lozano.

Name: Green Club Verde
Purpose: To help the community
acquire an awareness and sensitivity to
the environment and to pertinent issues
at local, national and international
levels.
President: Adán Lozano
Vice President: Marie Romano
Secretary: Raj Siddique
Treasurer: Joel Solís
Advisers: Suzanne LaLonde, associate
professor of French
Community Service: Helping to
educate Brownsville residents about

the curbside recycling pilot project,
assisting the City of Brownsville with
a curbside recycling pilot project,
education/outreach in Lakeway and
Briarwyck subdivisions and recycling
bin distribution in Briarwyck.
Meetings: The next meeting will be
from 4 to 6 p.m. March 1; location to be
announced later.
For more information: visit
greenclubverde.weebly.com.
--Compiled by Amanda Arredondo
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Watch for Dragons crossing
City grants encroachment to BISD for Skinner Elementary School

By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN

Skinner Elementary School Dragons
will be able to walk through their campus
more safely now that the Brownsville
City Commission has granted the
Brownsville Independent School District
an encroachment of a portion of West St.
Francis Street.
Part of the street that is located between
West Fourth and West Fifth streets will
be closed due to Skinner campus safety
concerns. A removable canopy will be
built and barricades will encompass the
area to keep traffic out.
City Engineering Director Carlos Lastra
presented the item to the commission
during its meeting Tuesday night.
“The main reason to close this street is
to provide safety to the students,” Lastra
said. “The City of Brownsville would
retain ownership of the right of way if we
need to reopen the street in the future.”
The elementary school, located at 411
W. St. Charles St., is on two pieces of
land. There is a chain-link fence already
in place to barricade the street. BISD is
seeking to officially claim possession of
the street.
“And by closing it, we’re putting
some sort of barricade because in the
past, even up to just recently, cars have
run into the fence and there are kids
doing P.E. classes or walking from their
classrooms to their cafeteria,” District
4 Commissioner John Villarreal said.
“Now, these barricades will be subject to
approval by our engineering department
so they can be moved in case there is
utility work that needs to be done, or
some other need, but we’re just trying to
protect the kids.”
Villarreal is the commissioner for the

Victoria Brito/Collegian
A portion of West St. Francis Street is barricaded to keep the community of Skinner Elementary
School safe from oncoming traffic. The Brownsville City Commission granted Brownsville
Independent School District an encroachment, allowing for a removable canopy to be placed on
that portion of the street.

district in which Skinner Elementary is
located.
District 1 Commissioner Ricardo
Longoria asked Lastra if he sees this kind
of request becoming a trend where other
BISD schools request encroachments.
“I just think that the uniqueness to this
is that the actual bus drop-off points are
right on the street,” City Manager Charlie
Cabler said. “For many years, we would
have to close it off with fencing that we
just feel is not adequate.”
City and school district attorneys
have been in negotiations to make this
encroachment possible.
“Commissioner Villarreal really worked
on this with us,” Cabler said. “We’ve

formed a unity with the school district.
Our attorneys, their attorneys, we all
worked on this to find a common ground
that this would work understanding that,
in times, we may have to get in there
because we have infrastructure work to
do, things like that, so all that will be
part of the agreements. … All that’s been
worked out, so we feel very confident
with this.”
Commissioner at Large “A” Estela
Chavez-Vasquez asked whose insurance
would cover an accident in that area.
“It’s been blocked off for years,
Commissioner. It is a public street,”
Cabler said. “We’ll work the accident
and determine fault and things like

that if it ever occurs. Hopefully, this is
something, these are measures, we’re
taking to prevent anything like that from
occurring within the ground where the
children are participating in any type of
activities. Either going to or from class
or going across the street because there
are some activities that occur across the
street from the school as well, so all that
was taken into consideration.”
No one spoke during the public hearing
on a proposal to close that portion of the
street, which the commission approved
unanimously.
Commissioners
also
approved the encroachment license.
In other business, the commission
approved Ordinance Number 20141588, authorizing the City of Brownsville,
acting through the Public Utilities Board,
to acquire easements along Hidalgo and
Cameron counties for an underground
pipeline which will be used to move
natural gas and water.
The commission also approved the
purchase of two heavy duty wheelchair
low-floor buses from Gillig LLC of
Haywood, Calif., in the amount of
$731,344; the purchase of 40 infrared
cameras with installation kits for police
patrol vehicles from John Wright of
Arlington, Texas, in the amount of
$220,401.20; and renewal of a term
contract for hauling and delivery of cover
soil materials with White Wing Ranch,
Decorative Concrete, Rudy Martinez
Hauling Service and RML Hauling and
Milling Inc., all low bidders.
The next Brownsville City Commission
meeting will be at 6 p.m. March 4 at City
Hall.

TSC keeps EMS program

Coordinating Board recommended closure but college officials say there is demand for it
By Anthony Cano
THE COLLEGIAN

The Texas Southmost College board
of trustees has voted to keep the
Emergency Medical Science program,
a low-producing program, on the
recommendation of administrators.
During its regular meeting Thursday
night, Marti Flores, TSC’s vice president
of instruction, told the board that due
to recent legislation, the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board is
unable to discontinue a program just
for performing below average and not
meeting, in this case, the requirement of
25 graduates over a five-year period.
“The Emergency Medical Science
program is a 21-month program,” Flores
said. “We accept 12 students annually,
every fall, and then the students are
within the program and graduate in
the spring of their second year. … If the
Coordinating Board identified a program
as a low-producing program for three
or more consecutive years, then [it]
could then make a recommendation for
closure, retention or consolidation to the
governing board of the institution.”
She said the EMS data that was
reported to the Coordinating Board
showed the program falling below the
threshold. With the graduated students

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
Ed Rivera (right) takes the oath of office administered by U.S. Rep. Filemon Vela (D-Texas) to
become a Texas Southmost College trustee during Thursday’s TSC board meeting.

from Fiscal Years 2009 to 2013, if 2010
is not included, the number of graduates
went up to 30 students, without the
addition of spring and summer of 2014.
Flores said the Coordinating Board
recommended
closure,
but
she
recommended that the program be
retained because it is growing.

“There is a demand for the program,”
she said. “The community needs
paramedics. … The EMS program is the
only national accredited program south
of San Antonio.”
Trustees voted 6 to 0 to retain the
program. Trustee René Torres was
absent from the meeting.

“I think it’s a no-brainer,” board Chair
Francisco “Kiko” Rendon said of the
decision to keep the EMS program.
In other business, the board approved
several items related to the May 10 board
of trustees’ election.
Trustee positions up for election are
Place 1, which is currently held by Adela
Garza; Place 2, held by René Torres; and
the remaining two years on Place 3, which
was held by Dr. Robert Lozano, who
resigned in December but was replaced
by Ed Rivera.
Newly appointed Rivera took the
oath of office administered by U.S. Rep.
Filemon Vela (D-Texas).
“I will make sure that I always keep,
first and foremost, the interest of the
students in my mind, as I execute the
duties of this office,” Rivera said.
Rivera said he felt humbled in accepting
the position and that Vela “redefined”
character for him, referring to the
congressman’s attendance to conduct the
oath of office while mourning his mother,
Blanca Vela, who died earlier in the
week. The former Brownsville mayor was
honored in a moment of silence.
The next meeting of the board will take
place March 27.
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From pops to hops

Craft beer, breweries
and their enthusiasts

beer-for-everyone,
get-crazy-and-party
20-count packs. This is beer made strictly
for the purposes of quick consumption and
mass appeal. You will see Bud Light and
Miller Lite logos associated with certain
companies and events, slapped on sports
team logos and jerseys to demonstrate
sponsorships or as LED bar lights that are
usually larger and brighter than the bar
lights of competing beer brands.

By Alberto Garcia
THE COLLEGIAN

Certain times call for a celebration.
Birthday parties, weddings, quinceañeras
and the Charro Days festivities, celebrations
that are common and culturally traditional
in the Rio Grande Valley, come to life and
are made enjoyable through food, dance,
and many times, through the consumption
and overabundance of beer.
“Unas bien muertas,” describing beer as
being cold as death, or “Ya se armó,” Bud
Light’s slogan for the Spanish-speaking
consumer, which translates into “here we
go,” are phrases that I heard all the time
from my father and uncles as they gathered
around ice chests and barbecue pits at
family gatherings. The kids and cousins
either had a fruit juice or soda pop in hand,
the moms and aunts mixed their saltedand-slushed margaritas and, typically, the
men spent the evening pisteando, which I
later learned, is the colloquial Spanish term
for drinking. I recall from an early age that
I couldn’t wait to be 21 and join my father
and uncles in their loud, vivacious drunken
stupors. There was something appealing
about a beverage in a bottle that grown men
seemed to enjoy and that seemed to make
them believe they were magnificent singers
and dancers (they certainly were not) and I
wanted in on it.
Then, I finally turned 21. Stoked out of
my mind to finally have the legal right to
purchase alcohol, I drove to the nearest
H-E-B and purchased a 20-pack of bottled

Bud Light. I shared it with a few of my
other friends and gave cheers to good
times to come.
After a few months, drinking beer
became a casual occurrence on the
weekends and at parties. It was
always Bud Light, Miller Lite and the
occasional Natural Light. They became
tasteless after a while. That’s when I
realized that beer wasn’t so much the
amazing beverage that people made it
out to be. In other words, beer kind of
sucked. So what’s everyone’s deal with
beer?
Bud Light and Miller Lite, products of the
widely popular and commercial brewery
giants Anheuser-Busch and MillerCoors,
tie for the No. 1 choice of beer in the United
States.
Anheuser-Busch
and
MillerCoors
market their cans and bottles as personal
six-packs, shareable 12-packs and in

Master of speech

alberto garcia/collegian

Humberto Vela, a Toastmasters Advanced Communicator Bronze, delivers a lecture titled
“Crazy” during the speech session of the United Toastmasters Open House, held Wednesday
in Main Building’s Salón Cassia. The organization offers a program of communication and
leadership projects designed to help members learn the arts of speaking, listening and
thinking.

Let the masses have their nasty, basically
water-with-foam disaster of a beer that
is Bud Light. I’ll just kick back, bust out a
chilled glass pint and fill it with some Sierra
Nevada Hoptimum Imperial IPA to enjoy
a spirited night of cheese and crackers and
some fine craft beer.
What is a craft, but nothing more than
a creation? Defined, a craft is an activity

11

involving skill in making things by hand.
In the same way that an artist can paint
a beautiful landscape or make a threedimensional sculpture, the artists known
as brew masters can craft a variety of beers
that one would never dream of introducing
to the palate.
Artistic paintings are often referred
to as impressions, abstracts, portraits,
watercolor-based, expressions, etc. The
differences in craft beer are identified
through taste. Such tastes and styles of
craft beer include India Pale Ales (IPAs),
which typically smell and taste of hops (the
female flowers of the hop plant, Humulus
lupulus, often used primarily as a flavoring
agent and for the stability of color) and
are bitter in flavor. There also stouts, dark
beers made using roasted malt, barley,
yeast, water and hops. With amber beers,
one can expect a balanced flavor between
toasted malt and a light fruitiness. The
color is self-explanatory. Hefeweizens,
or wheat beers, are often yellow-gold and
appear to be cloudy because the yeast
becomes suspended in the beer.
I could go on forever about the different
styles of craft beer that exist on the market.
All of these different styles would be
difficult to find at convenience stores or
local supermarkets. Beers such as these
can be found at liquor stores and maybe
some high-end supermarkets, but the most
recommended places to get authentic craft
beer would be directly from the brewery
where the beer was crafted. The beauty
about breweries today is that people can
visit them, walk around the grounds
where the barrels, in which the beers are
brewed, are located and shop for the craft

See POP CULTURE, Page 14
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and regulations of the board of regents of
the University of Texas System;
--after their termination, plaintiffs
were retained by TSC for a nine-month
period at a reduction in pay and no
tenure;
--the
termination
of
plaintiff’s
employment was made in violation of
the Fourteenth Amendment, due process
clause and equal protection rights;
--as a result of arbitrary and capricious
acts of the defendants, plaintiffs have
suffered grievous harm including but
not limited to substantial loss of income
and loss of benefits, including loss of
retirement benefits and health and life
insurance policies;
--as a further result, plaintiffs
have suffered damage to both their
professional and personal reputation due
to the humiliation and harassment that
accompany this type of deprivation.”
Gonzalez, Boven and Sommer seek
“equitable and monetary relief under
the [Age Discrimination in Employment
Act], including reinstatement to their
positions from which they were separated,
back pay, and all other appropriate relief
to which they are entitled under law,”
according to the lawsuit.
Their complaint states that UTB
and TSC separated on Nov. 10, 2012,
and established Committee Guidelines
and the Provost’s Charge, “where nontenured faculty members were given
priority over tenured faculty with a

POLE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Police report, an officer was dispatched
to the RAHC building Feb. 1 after a light
pole behind the service ramp broke due
to inclement weather, according to the
report, which noted that the pole had a
rusted base. The pole shattered a window
on the second floor of the building.
Camilo Garza, a Physical Plant staff
member, was able to remove the light
pole safely with a rope without further
damage to university property, the report
said.
Christina Villarreal, administrative
services officer for the Regional
Academic Health Center, which is part
of the University of Texas Health Science
Center at Houston and is located on the
UTB campus, said the repairs will cost
around $2,500. Metro Electric Inc. will
repair the damages. Villarreal said she
does not know when the repairs will be
made.
Abraham Hernandez, director of
UTB’s Physical Plant, said no poles have
fallen on campus.
“After we found that RAHC lost one
of theirs, we made it a priority to look at
ours, and I’m still waiting on a report for
that,” Hernandez said.
The report had not been completed as

MR. AMIGO

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
soap operas. She starred in “La
tempestad” in 2013; “Por ella soy Eva,”
2012; and “Mar de amor,” 2009.
Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez,
Matamoros Mayor Leticia Salazar
Vázquez, American Consul Thomas
Mittnacht, Mexican Consul Rodolfo
Quilantán Arenas, and Grammy-winning
Latin Country singer/songwriter Joan
Sebastian, the guest of the Charros
Days counterpart, Matamoros Fiestas

ON CAMPUS
master’s degree.”
“This designation is an artificial,
arbitrary, and unnecessary barrier to
employment,” the lawsuit states.
According to the lawsuit, “defendants’
reason for terminating plaintiffs’
employment was pretextual in that
defendants retained non-tenured faculty
who were younger than plaintiffs. After
the termination of plaintiffs’ employment,
plaintiffs’ positions remained open
and defendants sought applicants for
their positions. Neither their academic
programs nor their academic positions
were eliminated.”
“Plaintiffs were not given the
opportunity to respond orally before the
official charged with the responsibility
of making the termination decision,”
according to the lawsuit.
“They’re supposed to,” said Mary
Aldridge Dean, executive director of the
Texas Faculty Association, which filed
the lawsuit. “Now, I cannot speak of the
92 people that were laid off. Twelve of
them were our members and we only
represent our members. So I don’t know
what the others got, what kind of hearing
they got. We had settled. Of the 12, we
had settled all but four. Some people
took retirement, took buyout. Some
people wanted to go to TSC, but we had
the hearings for four and, of course, as
part of our members we had an attorney
conduct a hearing and that would be
Russell Ramirez, who did those hearings
and filed the lawsuit.”
The suit further alleges that Boven has
been subject to discrimination because of
her gender in violation of the Civil Rights

Act of 1964.
Boven taught a fifth class for which she
was not paid while male faculty members
were paid for teaching a fifth class, the
lawsuit states.
“Defendants paid male employees a
different wage for equal work for a job
which required equal skills, effort and
responsibility, and which was performed
in similar working conditions,” the
lawsuit states.
Gonzalez, Boven and Fuss-Sommer
request that the court assume jurisdiction
and:
--declare the conduct of the defendants
to be in violation of rights guaranteed to
the plaintiffs under appropriate federal
law;
--direct the defendants to reinstate
them to their previously held positions
with tenure, back pay and all other
benefits to which they may be entitled;
--award them costs and reasonable
attorney’s fees;
--and award them exemplary damages
against each defendant in an amount
determined by the court to be sufficient
to punish the defendants and deter
future similar conduct by the defendants.
Dean said the next step is to wait for
a response from Garcia’s, Artibise’s and
Tercero’s attorneys.
“We have to wait and see how they
respond,” she said. “Then it just becomes
sort of a back-and-forth game. … The last
time I was involved in something like
this was 2000 and we never ended up in
court. We settled out of court and it took
2½ years.”

of press time Thursday.
“We’ve had some poles fall along
University Boulevard, but they belong to
the city,” Hernandez said.
Those poles have been replaced, he
said.
“I don’t remember any poles falling on
our campus, and if they did, it happened
quite a long time ago for me not to
remember,” Hernandez said.
UT-Brownsville is only responsible for
the poles in the parking lots on campus,
he said. The poles, which are installed
when the campus parking lots are
constructed, are built to last based on the
quality of the construction. Some poles
are made of aluminum and some of steel.
“A pole will fall when it gets rusty at
the base, and the kind of winds we’ve
been having lately, it’s just a lot of wind
pressure and it knocks them down,”
Hernandez said.
UT-Brownsville Police Lt. Reynaldo
Treviño said no one was hurt when the
pole fell on Feb. 1. If a pole falls, Treviño
said students should call UTB Police.
“You can report it, get some immediate
attention, we will try to get EMS out there
and help you out with medical attention,”
he said.
Asked if this applies to every area on
campus, Treviño replied: “It depends
where you were at on campus.”
He said UTB Police will provide service

if any life-threatening situation takes
place.
“If it’s a minor issue, like ‘I lost a book,’
then you have to go to your appropriate
agency. Our officers know that anything
life-threatening, be it anywhere on
campus, be it here at UTB or TSC, we’re
going to do our best to provide service,”
he said.
A light pole falling on someone is a
life-threatening situation, Treviño said.
“That’s something that we will respond
to immediately.”
He said a light pole fell four or five
years ago.
Martha Sendejo, safety coordinator
for the Environmental Health and
Safety Department, said it fell at the
International Technology, Education
and Commerce Center.
Sophomore nursing major Jose
Rico said a light pole falling might be
dangerous.
“Someone might get hurt, or their car
might get squashed,” Rico said. He said
he wouldn’t know what to do if one fell
on him or his car.
“I would blame the school or something
for not being more precautious, or letting
us know that they might fall,” Rico said.
UT-Brownsville should make poles
sturdier so they won’t fall, he said.

Mexicanas will also be at the event.
Student Engagement Director Heather
Olague said this is a great opportunity for
students to be a part of the Charro Days
festivities.
“It’s just part of the Charro Days
festival, it’s a nice way for our campus to
be part of the festivities that are such a
tradition to Brownsville,” Olague said.
“When we are able to bring it to campus,
we give an opportunity to our students to
participate in those traditions as well.”
Amid the Great Depression, “local
business leaders searched for an antidote
to the gloom that engulfed Brownsville

and the rest of the country,” according
to the Charro Days Fiesta website, www.
charrodaysfiesta.com. That antidote
happened in 1938. “The community came
together for the very first Charro Days to
celebrate what made Brownsville unique:
its location on the border with Mexico
and the rich cultural heritage enjoyed by
Brownsville’s residents. From the very
first celebration, Brownsville residents
and visitors dressed in the traditional
costumes of Mexico and honored the
Mexican cowboys--the Charros--who
were heroes of the borderlands,” the

See MR. AMIGO, Page 13
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company’s human resources department
requesting an information technology
specialist who could start work
immediately.
Diana Cardiel, an instructional
specialist for the Office of Disability
Services, overheard Torres’ conversation
because both departments share office
space in Cortez Hall.
“I am like, ‘Oh my gosh, who do I know
computer science, computer information,
and I immediately thought of Ramiro,”
Cardiel said.
She told Torres she knew someone
who could fill the position.
“You know, Mario has a very largerthan-life personality,” Cardiel said. “I
mean, it’s a small office, we work together.
Because we are neighbors, I heard of the
opportunity and it worked out.”
Cardiel then spoke to Sign Language
Interpreter Maria Cabanillas, who
contacted Espinoza and informed him of
the job.
“Mary then contacted Ramiro via text
message and then Ramiro contacted
Mario via e-mail and from there, you
know, he got his résumé turned in right
away and I think two days later, he got
the job,” Cardiel said.
Torres said Espinoza’s qualifications fit
the job description.
“I looked at the résumé [and] I think
the résumé was an outstanding résumé,
and I feel this person was just the right fit
for the company,” Torres said.
He called the company and told them,
“I think I know what you’re looking for.”
After Espinoza proved to have all the
skills necessary in the field, Codysur Inc.
hired him.
Cardiel said it is hard for students
with disabilities to find employment
after graduation. She said they often get
turned down by employers because of
their disability, even if they are prepared
for the job.
“I know that we have a lot of students
that, you know, are out there. You know,
they’re graduates, they’re perfectly
capable to do the job but they don’t have
that opportunity,” she said. “Nobody
is really giving them the opportunity to
work. They go to interviews and they get
turned away because of the disability.”
Espinoza works with Codysur’s
technology systems.
“I had to set up things and coordinate,
as far as the e-mails with the systems,
user names and passwords, new clients
who are with the company,” he said. “I
have to install hardware and software.
I have to connect, really, everything-the server to laptops--and then also I
manage the security for Internet blocks
and things like that.”
Asked how he communicates with
people at work, Espinoza replied:
“Writing back and forth, or we use our
phone, we text each other. We’ll actually
stand face to face and text each other …
and then also instant messaging as well.”
He also reads lips.
Espinoza is grateful for the opportunity
given him by the company.
“I’m very comfortable,” he said of his
job. “In the beginning I have to say I was
quite nervous. I didn’t know what to do,
but as time went on and progressed, then
I felt very comfortable with the company.
This is my first job here, so I was initially
nervous. And it’s a full-time position as
well.”
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website states.
UTB’s Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán,
Mariachi
Ocelotetlán
and
senior
communication major Cleiri Quezada will
be among those performing Thursday in
the Arts Center.
Yehudi Caraveo, a senior accounting
and management major, has been part of
the folkloric dance group since 2011.
“It has helped me learn a lot about
my heritage,” Caraveo said about
his experiences performing for the
celebration. “Performing for Mr. Amigo
is another great experience for us. Just

COLUMN
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religious figures using mythology as a
means for power.
The Enuma Elish, the Sumerian
creation story, took place at the end of
the last ice age so flooding was happening
to a large degree. The ocean breached the
Strait of Hormuz in the Persian Gulf and
rapidly flooded vast amounts of land.
The Code of Hammurabi were
guidelines handed down from an ancient
Mesopotamian ruler in what is now
modern-day Iraq, who wrote some of the
first laws that many claim biblical laws
and some of the Ten Commandments
came from.
Also, the origins of Lucifer, which is a
mixture of an old Babylonian myth about
the morning star Venus being cast out
of the heavens since it lies low on the
horizon in the morning and of an evil
Babylonian king’s demise.
These are some of the main staples to
the religion I was brought up believing
to be fact. Where does knowledge take
you upon reaching a certain intelligence
level, something we were taught to strive
for, ends up belittling the myths we are
taught to cherish?
What kind of Lord, who is “good to
all: and his tender mercies are over all
his works,” (Psalms 145:9) is able to
cause so much destruction in such an
indiscriminate way? Tsunamis in Japan
or superstorms that hit New Orleans or
New Jersey are not fair examples of the
Almighty as I was told as a small child.
Good and bad, however, are subject
to interpretation. How can there be a
balance of something that’s undefined
in human culture? For instance, 9/11
masterminds and perpetrators practiced
what they and people who sympathize
with them envisioned as good. People
filling the streets, cheering and chatting

AVIAN
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just as a person can say their own name
and imitate others. Birds can do the
same.
“Venezuela is very tropical, the tropic
is within 10 degrees north and 10 degrees
south of the equator,” he said. “In the
temperate where we are here, you get
more temperature fluctuations between
June and January than you do between
noon and midnight. In Venezuela, the
temperature varies again more between
noon and midnight than it does between
June and January, so summer and
winter, very little fluctuation, bigger
changes within the day than within the
year.”
Birds typically migrate south during
the winter months in search of warm
weather and resources.

ON CAMPUS
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being able to represent not only the
university but we are able to show our
talent, and then we also get to educate
the audience on the different traditions
that the [Mexican] states have.”
He said the Charro Days festivities
make him proud to represent both sides
of the border and the unique celebration
of the region.
A Golf Cart Parade will start at
10:30 a.m. between Main Building
and the Lozano-Banco Resaca bridge.
Participating golf carts need to be there
at 10:15 a.m. to coordinate the lineup.
The parade will end at the TSC Arts
Center.
The parade will also have a Most
Spirited competition open for student

organizations. The prizes will be $100 for
first place, $50 for second place and $25
for third place.
Any UTB student organization or
department can participate in the parade.
Visit the Office of Student Engagement to
sign up. Deadline is at 5 p.m. Wednesday.
Three students and four faculty
members from the Jan Kochanowski
University in Kielce, Poland, will take
photographs of the events along with
members of the UTB Photography
Club:
sophomore
environmental
sciences major Brenda Bázan, senior
history major Gracie Cano, junior
communication major Jonathan Cruz,
sophomore marketing major Mariela
Zamorano, senior art education major

Blanca Villarreal, junior education
majors Sara Barriera and Vivian Zapata,
and communication Professor Sharaf
Rehman.
“We think it would be an interesting
opportunity to mix some pictures looking
at this event, which is so typically local,”
Rehman said. “We will photograph our
perspective and [the Polish students
and faculty] will have a totally different
perspective on it. So we will combine
the two and then we will come up with a
photography exhibition. ”
The collection of photographs will
be exhibited from April 19 to May 3 at
the Carlotta K. Petrina Cultural Center,
located at 1452 E. Madison St.

“death to America” felt fully in hearts that
this is what needed to be done. On the
other hand, ask family members of the
victims on that frightful day along with
the rest of our proud country and you’re
liable to hear that this event is the worst
tragedy to befall America in generations.
All in the name of holy war, humans
have met their unknown fate in the
name of their gods or religious ideology.
I’m, of course, referencing the multiple
Crusades (1095-1291), where the name of
Christ may have been misused but clearly
represented in the brutal massacres
of Muslims on land once occupied by
Christians. Once Islam began to spread
and become powerful, Muslims invaded
these lands and brutally oppressed,
enslaved, deported, and even murdered
the Christians living there. In response,
the Roman Catholic Church and
“Christian” kings and emperors from
Europe ordered the crusades to reclaim
the land the Muslims had taken.
The Tribunal of the Holy Office of the
Inquisition, or the Spanish Inquisition,
was first established in 1478 by Catholic
monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella. Its
intentions were to maintain orthodoxy
in their kingdoms and to replace the
papal-controlled Medieval Inquisition.
Although originally meant to ensure
orthodoxy of those who converted from
Judaism to Islam, this regulation of
the faith of the freshly converted was
intensified after the royal decrees issued
in 1492 and 1501 ordered Jews and
Muslims to convert or leave.
Religious wars were and continue to
blanket the world in a crimson red. The
French Wars of Religion (1562-1598)
saw several areas with civil infighting
and military operations conducted by
French Catholics and Protestants, or
Huguenots. The exact number of wars
and their respective dates are the subject
of continued debate by historians; some
assert that the Edict of Nantes in 1598

concluded the wars, The Massacre of
Vassy in 1562 is agreed to begin the Wars
of Religion and the Edict of Nantes at
least ended this series of conflicts. At
the conclusion of the conflict in 1598,
Huguenots were granted substantial
rights and freedoms by the Edict of
Nantes, though it did not end hostility
toward them.
The Middle East is a good example of
why religious tolerance alone cannot and
will not reduce religious-based conflict.
To the contrary, it gives the paramount
support for a growing issue globally. So,
the world must go forward by, among
other things, emphasizing education
in the direction of teaching the value of
finding and emphasizing those common
threads of similarity in religions rather
than the differences.
As I grow weaker, I think to myself, if
I wasn’t told fervently to not accept any
ideas for the human race besides the one
I was being taught in Sunday school is
there an innate possibility that I might
have expanded more as a person? On the
other side of that coin would life have been
more miserable? I’d like to think not, as
life begins to slip into the sweet release of
death, I stare out an odd-shaped window
to a beautiful tree outside, dancing in
the wind. Some people say atheists have
nothing to live for; on the contrary,
there’s everything to live for. Not a whole
lot to die for, though. The natural beauty
and structured randomness to the laws
of the universe is much more amazing
than anything humans could have ever
thought up.
I conclude this life with a Stephen F.
Roberts quote I just barely remember
scratched onto the back of a school bus
seat while I was growing up: “I contend
we are both atheists, I just believe in
one fewer god than you do. When you
understand why you dismiss all the other
possible gods, you will understand why I
dismiss yours.”

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT

“Right now, we’re into the worst part of
the winter in North America,” Berg said.
“There are some birds that can hang out
there all year, but most of them need to
come south. Some come as far as here
and stay the winter here, whereas others
keep heading south into Central America
and South America. There, they have
year-round food supply and climatic
stability, but they come back even though
there is still, theoretically, food down
there. When things start heating up in
April, they start making their way back
because there’s an overabundance of food
here. It’s really feast and famine here,
in general, not just in Brownsville. You
have harsh winters where there’s very
little food around, and then spring and
summer where there’s bugs everywhere.
It’s crazy, it’s black and white.”
He said the Brownsville is on the track
of where birds migrate from and its
climate is dynamic.

According to Berg, Miami and
Brownsville have an insignificant climate
change and more birds should be there,
but because Florida is a peninsula, birds
will migrate along the coast to be near
land because it is difficult for them to fly
straight across the Gulf of Mexico.
“Not only is it a shorter route, but
you get there at lot earlier than your
competitors, so you set up a territory,”
Berg said of the birds’ migration back
north. “The first ones that get back from
South America are in a better position to
get the good territories.”
This semester, Berg is teaching ecology
and ornithology and its lab.
Asked if he has any exciting activities
planned for his classes, Berg replied; “Of
course, the lab section of ornithology is
the most exciting because we basically
try and go out almost every day. It’s really
fun, I don’t know what [the students] are
going to see. That makes it really exciting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco … so there is
many of those [people] who are coming
to France because they’re speaking the
same language, so it’s easier for them.”
What differences and similarities
do you find between your country
and the United States? “I mean, we
are like Western countries, so… in the
way of living it’s pretty much the same,
like capitalism--all that stuff--the aim
is to gain money, to have a family, to
have a good car, to have a good house.
… In France there isn’t like a huge gap
between your way of life and the French
way of life. … It is the same here but it’s
bigger, it’s like everything is bigger here.
It’s like the roads are bigger, the cars are
bigger, the burgers are bigger, the schools
are bigger, the people are bigger, and
everything’s bigger. … And it’s cheaper,
like many [things] are very cheap and we
have the euro-dollars difference, so it’s
pretty good for us.”
What are some of the wrong ideas
people have about your country?
“That we stink. I heard about it. It’s false.
We don’t stink at all--and that we eat frog
legs every day. … I heard about it as well.
… I ate it like twice in my life, so it’s not
like a habit and people think that we are
rude and I think it’s true. We are not as
friendly as the English or the Americans.
… We are more rude because, like, we
don’t trust a person at first. … We have
to talk, meet the person, like, several
times to judge if it will be really a friend
or not. … We are rude. I think that’s true,
especially in Paris. In the other parts of
France, people are, maybe, nicer, but in
Paris it’s like individualism, like each
person for himself and not taking care of
the others.”
Anecdote: “I am here with, like, several
French people and when people ask you
… where are you from and I always say
France and they say, ‘Oh, Paris,’ and I say,
‘Yeah.’ I have another [French] girl who
was like [upset] because people always
think that if you’re French you’re coming
from Paris and she’s upset because she’s
not from Paris.”
--Compiled by Ana Cavazos

I took them out for their first field quiz
the other day and the first bird I put on
there, we’d never seen it before on our
trips. So it’s kind of a weird kind of test,
they didn’t really like it too much.”
Berg said that the lab mostly works
on campus but this week they will go to
Resaca de la Palma State Park, which is
part of the World Birding Center network.
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Men’s golf co-hosting San Antonio Shootout
Monday, February 24, 2014

Two tourneys scheduled
next month
By Michelle Espinoza
THE COLLEGIAN

The UT-Brownsville Men’s Golf team
is competing in and co-hosting the San
Antonio Shootout with Oklahoma City
University today and Tuesday.
In an interview Thursday, Golf Coach
Daniel Hayden told The Collegian, “I
expect the men to play extremely well at
the golf course. We’ve played before and
we’ve had great success at [the course],
so, I expect them to keep improving as
the year goes on and finish at the top half
of the field.”
Asked how he felt going into the San
Antonio tournament, senior golfer Eric
Cavazos replied: “I feel good. I had a
good performance [at the Claud Jacobs
Collegiate Invitational] and I know what
I need to work on since I’ve played.”
The men will compete against nine
other teams, including rivals Oklahoma
City University and Wayland Baptist
University.
The men will be back in action on
the golf course March 3 in the NAIA
Contender Tournament at TPC Four
Seasons in the Dallas suburb of Irving.
The women’s team will be back in action

POP CULTURE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

beer of your choice. There aren’t really any
breweries close to the Rio Grande Valley,
except for BJ’s Brewery in McAllen, which
is also a restaurant, and the Padre Island
Brewing Co. on South Padre Island. Next
time you travel, do a little bit of research
and see if there is a brewery close to your
destination. Next time you’re in Austin,
you might want to check out Jester King
Brewery, or take a small detour and visit
the Spoetzl Brewery in Shiner, home of the
famous Shiner brand beer.
Like any form of art, craft beer is worth
talking about and sharing with your friends
so as to encourage others to deviate from
the nondescript, tasteless Bud Light and
challenge their taste buds to acquire a
different, more masterful and rich taste in
beer. When you decide to take an interest
in tasting different craft beers, you discover
an untapped world of beer that exists either
as social networking clubs, in which beer
aficionados describe, discuss, photograph
and trade craft beer with one another.
Yes, craft beer enthusiasts exist. Two of
my closest friends, Daniel Arizpe and Joey
Martinez, discovered the realm of craft
beer two years ago when we hit the 21-yearold mark. Arizpe introduced me to the
craft beer market when he shared a Sierra
Nevada IPA with me from a six-pack that
he bought at Feldman’s Market Center in
Brownsville. As a result, craft beer is all that
I drink now.
What I find most intriguing about
this craft beer trend is the popularity it
has garnered. People take trading and
networking about beer rather seriously,
so much that Arizpe and Martinez have
been added to a Facebook page dedicated
to talking about trading beer with other
Brownsville residents. There is even an app
you can download from the Google Play
store called Untappd, which allows you to
photograph the craft beer you are tasting,
share the picture and helps you keep a
count of how many different craft beers
you’ve had.
I just passed the 100 mark on Untappd,
Martinez is a little over the 200 mark, but

March 23 when they travel to Nevada
for the Primm Battle tournament to be
played at the Primm Valley Golf Club.
The women ranked eighth out of nine
teams, while the men finished 12th out
of 15 teams in the two-day, three-round
Claud Jacobs Collegiate Invitational
Tournament, held Feb. 16 and 17 in
Victoria.

“The men’s program, they improved
every single day of the tournament and
the women’s team played extremely
well,” Hayden said. “The competition
was some of the toughest competition we
will face all year, so it was good for them
to see teams that they’re not really going
to face the remainder of the year and see
what they have to do in order to reach

that level.”
Seven teams that competed in the
Claude Jacobs ranked in the NAIA Top
25, according to a news release from the
UTB Athletics Department.
In the women’s contest, Oklahoma
City University took first place with an
overall team score of 582. UTB earned
an overall score of 666. Individually,
Veronica Vasquez’s two-day score totaled
156, followed by Elizabeth Garza at
162, Angela Zepeda at 165 and Paulette
Tostado at 183.
In the men’s competition, Oklahoma
City University also garnered first place
with an overall score of 880. OCU’s
Anthony Marchesani won the event with
three-round scores of 71-72-68 for a total
of 211.
UTB scored 960 overall. Individually
Cavazos posted a 222, coming in eighth
place individually, followed by Saad
Milan, 238; Justin Kitten, 248; Michael
Fasci, 170 (two rounds); and Jon Ybarra,
82 (third round).
Asked about the team’s weaknesses
and improvements, Hayden replied, “It’s
just a matter of playing more golf ... kind
of like dusting off the old cobwebs. Slowly
but surely get better as the year goes on.”
He said the women’s team “improved
dramatically compared to the first
tournament of the year.”

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
Name: Eric Cavazos
Classification: Senior
Major: Kinesiology
Sport: Golf
Hometown: Corpus Christi
Who is your favorite athlete? “I
would have to say Tiger Woods because
he’s mentally strong and he lets his
performance do his talking for him.”
Who is your role model? “I would say
my parents because they’ve influenced
me and my brothers so much and I
wouldn’t be the person I am today
without them, and I want to be like them
in every aspect of life.”
What is the best advice you’ve ever
been given and by whom? “‘When
you want to succeed as bad as you want
to breathe,’ and I just always thought
[about] that quote. Just heard it and it
got stuck to me.”
What do you like to do for fun? “Be

Arizpe takes the win, coming in at more
than 500 different beers logged on to the
app.
I was going to recommend the top five
craft beers that I have tasted to date, but I’ll
let the experts handle that. These may be
difficult to find, but if you ever locate them,
I assure you that you will not regret your
purchase. With that, I leave you with Daniel
Arizpe, the Untappd king’s top five list of
craft beers.
Arizpe’s choices:
1.
Deschutes Green
Monster 2013-Barrel Aged Sour Ale
2.
St. Arnold’s
Pumpkinator 2013-Pumpkin/Yam/
Spice Ale
3.
Sierra Nevada
Hoptimum 2013-Imperial IPA
4.
Jester King Atrial
Rubicite-Barrel Aged Sour Ale with
Raspberries
5.
Shiner Ruby RedbirdFruit Beer with Grapefruit & Ginger

active, work out, golf, baseball, sports. I
can’t be inside the house.”
When did you begin playing golf
and why did you start playing? “I
started at 12 and it was actually on my
birthday and I’ve always been in baseball
so just for my birthday, I tried to play
golf. Hit the driving range and ever since
I’ve just stuck to it and got hooked.”
Did you play in high school and did
you get any awards? “Yes, I won 12
tournaments in my [Roy Miller] High
School career. I won district all four
times, four years in a row. I went to state
twice. I got South Texas MVP and that’s
pretty much it, on the top of my head.”
What is your favorite movie? “I
want to say, ‘Think Like a Man.’ I guess
because it just got my attention. It’s just
a good overall movie.”
What are your goals for the season?
“I would say just perform consistent

Michelle Espinoza/collegian

and to help my team try to qualify to
nationals.”
Is there a song that gets your head
in the game? “Right now, it’s ‘Drunk in
Love’ by Beyoncé.”
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza
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UTB le dará la bienvenida a Mr. Amigo 2013 Mariana Seoane el jueves
Por Magaly Rosales
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL

La ciudad de Brownsville empezó su
septuagésimo séptimo Día del Charro el
domingo, una celebración de la amistad
binacional con la ciudad de Matamoros,
Tamaulipas, México.
UT-Brownsville será parte del festival
que le dará la bienvenida a Mr. Amigo
2013, Mariana Seoane, a las 11:45 a.m.
el jueves en el Centro de Artes de Texas
Southmost College. Las puertas abrirán a
las 11:15 a.m.
Admisión al evento será gratuita y
abierta al público.
Junto con una presentación de las
banderas estadounidense y mexicana,
estudiante de música de cuarto año
Nohemí Loza cantará el himno mexicano
y estudiante de educación de música
de primer año Brandon Binder cantará
“Star-Spangled Banner”.
Seoane, una actriz, cantante y modelo
mexicana, será presentada con un ramo
de flores y una placa en la ceremonia
por la presidenta de la asociación de
gobierno estudiantil Stephanie Mendez
y la directora de la preparatoria Homer
Hanna High School, Teri Alarcon, quien
también sirve como presidenta de la
asociación de exalumnos de UTB.
Cada año, la asociación de Mr. Amigo
de Brownsville honora a un ciudadano
mexicano quien ha contribuido con
la amistad entre los Estados Unidos y
México. En el pasado, el reconocimiento
de Mr. Amigo era otorgado en octubre
pero fue cambiado a febrero para
coincidir con las festividades del Día del
Charro. Honorarios previos incluyen a
Cantinflas, Arath de la Torre, Vicente
Fernández, Lucero y más reciente a
Eduardo Yañez.
Durante la revelación de Mr. Amigo
2013 en enero, Luigi Cristiano, el
presidente de la asociación, dijo que
Seoane había sido escogida por su éxito

en telenovelas. Ella protagonizó en “La
tempestad” en el 2013; “Por ella soy Eva,”
2012; and “Mar de amor,” 2009.
El alcalde de Brownsville Tony
Martinez, la alcaldesa de Matamoros
Leticia
Salazar
Vázquez,
cónsul
americano Thomas Mittnacht, cónsul
mexicano Rodolfo Quilantán Arenas,
y cantautor de música country Latina y
ganador del Grammy, Joan Sebastián,
el invitado de la contraparte del Día
del Charro, las Fiestas Mexicanas de
Matamoros, también estarán presente en
el evento.
Directora de Student Engagement
Heather Olague dijo que esta es una gran
oportunidad para que los estudiantes
sean parte de las festividades del Día del
Charro.
“Es una parte del festival del Día del
Charro, es una buena manera de que la
universidad sea parte de la festividades
que son una tradición en Brownsville”,
Olague dijo. “Cuando tenemos la
oportunidad de traerlo a nuestra
universidad, le damos la oportunidad
a nuestros estudiantes de participar en
esas tradiciones también”.
En medio de la Gran Depresión,
“líderes de negocios locales buscaron
un antídoto para la tristeza que llenaba
a Brownsville y al resto del país”, de
acuerdo a la página Web de Charro Days
Fiesta, www.charrodaysfiesta.com.
Ese antídoto ocurrió en 1938. “La
comunidad se unió para el primer
Día del Charro para celebrar lo que
hizo a Brownsville único: su locación
en la frontera con México y la rica
cultura disfrutada por los residentes
de Brownsville. Desde la primera
celebración, los residentes de Brownsville
se vistieron en prendas tradicionales
de México y honoraron a los charros,
quienes son héroes de la frontera”, dice
la página.
El Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán, Mariachi

Mariana Seoane
Ocelotetlán y estudiante de comunicación
de cuarto año Cleiri Quezada estarán
entre los intérpretes el jueves en el
Centro de Artes.
Yehudi Caraveo, un estudiante de
contabilidad y manejo de cuarto año, ha
pertenecido al grupo folklórico desde el
2011.
“Me ha ayudado a aprender mucho de
mi patrimonio,” Caraveo dijo sobre sus
experiencias bailando en la celebración.
“Bailar para Mr. Amigo es otra gran
experiencia para nosotros. Tan solo poder
representar no solo a nuestra universidad
pero también mostrar nuestro talento, y
además también educamos a la audiencia
sobre las diferentes tradiciones que los
estados [mexicanos] tienen”.
Él dijo que las festividades del Día del
Charro lo enorgullecen al representar
a ambos lados de la frontera y la
celebración en la región.
El desfile de carros de golf comenzará
a las 10:30 a.m. entre el edificio Main
y el puente de la resaca Lozano-Banco.
Organizaciones participantes necesitan
estar presente a las 10:15 a.m.

El desfile terminará en el Centro de
Artes de TSC.
Habrá un concurso para la organización
estudiantil con más espíritu en el desfile.
Los premios serán $100 para primer
lugar, $50 para segundo lugar y $25 para
tercer lugar.
Cualquier organización estudiantil o
departamento de la universidad puede
participar en el desfile. Visite la oficina de
Student Engagement para apuntarse. La
fecha límite es a las 5 p.m. el miércoles.
Tres estudiantes y cuatro profesores
de la Universidad de Jan Kochanowski
en Kielce, Polonia, tomarán fotografías
del evento junto con miembros del club
de fotografía de UTB: estudiante de
ciencias ambientales de segundo año
Brenda Bázan, estudiante de historia de
cuarto año Gracie Cano, estudiante de
comunicación de tercer año Jonathan
Cruz, estudiante de mercadotecnia
de segundo año Mariela Zamorano,
estudiante de arte de educación de
cuarto año Blanca Villarreal, estudiantes
de educación de arte de tercer año Sara
Barriera y Vivian Zapata, y profesor de
comunicación Sharaf Rehman.
“Creemos que sería una oportunidad
interesante mezclar algunas fotos de
este evento, el cual es típicamente local”,
Rehman dijo. “Vamos a fotografiar
nuestra perspectiva y [los estudiantes
y profesores polacos] tendrán una
perspectiva
totalmente
diferente.
Combinaremos las dos y tendremos una
exhibición de fotografías”.
La colección de fotografías será
exhibida del 19 de abril al 3 de mayo en
el centro cultural Carlotta K. Petrina,
localizado en la calle 1452 E. Madison.
MIRA
El NOTICIERO
“THE COLLEGIAN NEWS”
VÍA
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¿Qué especialidad elegiré?
Especialización:
Ciencia
computacional
Facultad:
Facultad
de
Ciencia,
Matemáticas y Tecnología
Requisitos: Ninguno
Número de horas de créditos
necesarias para graduación: 120
Catedrático
y
profesor
del
departamento de ciencias de
computación e información: Juan
Raymundo Iglesias
¿De qué consiste la especialización
de ciencia computacional? “Esta
es una carrera multidisciplinaria. Está
compuesta por dos campos de estudio.
Una de ellas es ciencia de computadoras
y la otra es cualquier otra carrera
ofrecida en la universidad. Esta es una
carrera aplicada hacia la especialización
de ciencias de computadoras, opuesto
a lo tradicional… la cual entrena a los
estudiantes a profundidad. Esta otra
especialización entrena a los estudiantes
en ciencia de computadoras aplicado a
una segunda especialización. Entonces,
de esta manera, podemos ofrecer
carreras en un número de campos.
Por ejemplo, alguien interesado en
sistemas de información para negocios
puede llevar esta especialización con
una concentración en negocios. … El
segundo campo sería negocios, y tendría
una especialización en sistemas de
computación de negocios”.
¿Qué clases se pueden esperar que
tomen los estudiantes? “Además de
las clases de fundación, lo que verán son
clases opcionales en el tercer y cuarto

año de carrera. … Esperamos que esos
estudiantes escojan clases opcionales de
acuerdo con el segundo plan de estudios
que escojan o basado por los intereses
del estudiante. Alguien interesado en,
vamos a decir, física computacional es
más probable que tome una electiva en
métodos numéricos, mientras alguien
interesado en negocios tomaría clases
como comercio, o programación de
páginas Web y diseño. Alguien interesado
en las artes visuales, por ejemplo,
puede tomar clases en diseño gráfico o
diseño gráfico avanzado. Esto hace la
especialización muy atractiva porque
hay espacio para clases opcionales y
esas clases están abiertas para que el
estudiante las escoja”.
¿Qué
habilidades
aprenderán
los estudiantes para el tiempo
que se gradúen? “Para el tiempo de
graduación, los estudiantes tendrán las
habilidades requeridas para ser exitosos
en dos campos laborales. Podrán hacer
el mismo trabajo que un científico de la
computación. Lo mismo con la segunda
concentración—podrán desarrollar el
mismo trabajo que es esperado de alguien
que se gradué de su segundo campo de
pericia. Por lo menos, el estudiante será
proficiente programando computadoras,
manejando bases de datos y sistemas
de información, manejando redes de
computación, desarrollando aplicaciones
para aparatos móviles, Web y redes
sociales”.
¿Qué salario pueden esperar los
estudiantes al graduarse? “El salario
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Estudiante de ciencias de computadoras de segundo año Armando Alvear Jr. (izquierda) y
estudiante de ingeniería mecánica Ricardo Saldana aprenden sobre codificación de programas
el miércoles usando el programa NetBeans IDE durante su clase de Fundamentos de
Programación I, la cual es enseñada por el instructor técnico Bari M. Siddique.

[medio] esperado para un graduado de
ciencias de computadoras está alrededor
de los $85,000”.
¿Cuáles son posibles profesiones
en esta carrera? “Pueden hacer todo el
trabajo que una persona en información
de tecnología hace … manejando
sistemas de computación en un ambiente
de negocios o en una corporación,
manejando el sistema de información,
las redes de computación, desarrollando
aplicaciones para teléfonos o tabletas
móviles, más o menos manejando
la información e infraestructura de
cualquier organización. En adición a

eso, los estudiantes tienen el doble de
oportunidad en áreas de pericia”.
Organizaciones
estudiantiles
relacionadas con la especialización:
capitulo estudiantil de la Asociación para
la Maquinaria de Computación.
Para más información sobre la
especialización
de
ciencias
en
computación, llame a Iglesias al
882-6616 o visite la página Web
del departamento de ciencias de
computación e información http://
www.utb.edu/vpaa/csmt/cis/Pages/
default.aspx
--Recopilado por Magaly Rosales
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